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It is estimated that last year there were over a bil-
lion internet users.  These billion people logged on 
at least once a week, making them part of the inter-
net community.  What it means to be connected has 
an ever-changing meaning in our world.  This week 
I have received e-mails, and been on facebook and 
twitter.  I have made phone calls and answered e-
mail from my blackberry.  I have also received and 
sent text messages.  And of course I have made and 
received phone calls at my home and at the church 
office. I have sent and received mail through the 
U.S. Postal Service.  I have met for lunch with 
friends and had dinner with family.  I have spent 
several hours face to face with church members and 
strangers discussing issues both personal and corpo-
rate.  I have been connected this week. 
 
We go to great extremes these days to stay con-
nected, but what we all know is that the essential 
connectivity we desire and need in life is connec-
tivity to God.  Sadly, too many times this connec-
tion is something that remains a low priority and is 
easily placed to the side, when the demands of eve-
rything else come into our lives. 
 
I believe that one of the great failures of the church 
today is that we have failed to remind each other 
how essential our daily connectivity to God is for a 
disciple.  Jesus says it plainly to us here in John 15 
when he reminds us that He is the vine and we are 
the branches; without him or apart from him we can 
do nothing. 
 
In chapter 14 of John, Jesus has reminded the disci-
ples that He and the Father are one.  Jesus reminds 
us that when we have seen Him, we have seen the 
Father.  Jesus abides in the Father and the Father 
abides in Jesus.  Jesus also promises the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.  Jesus tells us that the Holy Spirit will 
enable the Spirit of Jesus to live in our lives.  The 
Holy Spirit will remind us of what Jesus has spoken 
and done.  Jesus gives us the model for abiding or 
connectivity with the picture of the Trinity.  The 
Trinity is this perfect picture of abiding with one 
another.  It is complete fulfillment of connection. 
 

The amazing part of the picture of the Trinity 
then is that we are invited into this connectivity.  
Jesus said in John 14:20 that on the day the Spirit 
comes into our lives, we will realize that He is in 
the Father and you and I are in Jesus and that 
Jesus is in us.  What a connection! 
 
Yet, I would imagine that most of us read these 
words and say, “They sound interesting – even 
promising, but many of us might admit that we 
do not feel like we live life in connection with 
God.  Too many times our relationship with God 
seems strained, distant, and sometimes non-
existent.  What we need is to rediscover this es-
sential connectivity. 
 
Our first step is to realize our place in the connec-
tion.  The other day I was plugging something in 
outside with two extension cords to run from the 
porch on the house to the item I was plugging in 
across the yard.  Each part of the connection was 
important; everything had to fit just right; the 
plugs and the outlets had to match.  What was 
important in this connectivity?  The outlet was 
important, as well as the cords had to be con-
nected and working properly.  Finally, the item 
being connected needed to work properly.  If 
anything did not work properly, then the item 
would not work and I could not use it to do my 
yard work. 
 
It is the same way in the essential connectivity 
with God: each part of the connection is impor-
tant.  It is also important that we discover again 
our role in the connection. 
 
Jesus tells us that He is the vine and the Father is 
the gardener.   Jesus went on to tell us that we are 
the branches.  What are the roles of God the Fa-
ther, Jesus, and us in this essential connectivity?  
Jesus says, “I am the true vine.”  In verse 5 Jesus 
repeats this statement.  This is one of those iden-
tifying statements of Jesus.  Jesus would say, “I 
am the light”, “I am the way”, “I am the living 
water” “I am the life”, and here He said “I am the 
vine.” 



The vine was not a new connotation to the disciples.  
Throughout the Old Testament, we have the image of 
the vine and the vinedresser, or the gardener.  In the Old 
Testament, the vine or the vineyard was Israel, and God 
was the gardener or caretaker.  Many times when Israel 
was pictured as the vine in the Old Testament, it was to 
reveal how Israel had been rebellious.  The vineyard was 
full of wild vines or was unproductive; thus, it had to be 
pruned and tended to by God.  Jesus used this picture to 
describe himself as the vine.  There is a new idea here: 
we are not the vine – Jesus is the vine; we are the 
branches which are dependent upon the vine: Jesus.  
Jesus says, “I am the true vine.” 
 
The vine is the essential life-giving part of this picture.  
It is the vine that brings nutrients and nourishment to the 
branches, which in turn produce the fruit.  Nothing lives 
in the vineyard without the vine.  Jesus reminds us that 
he is the true vine.  Jesus is seemingly reminding us that 
there are many things in this world that claim to give us 
life. 
 
We have seen a great trend in advertising in recent years 
as products have moved from making claims about what 
they really do to making claims about what they can do 
for us, emotionally and culturally.  Who would have 
ever thought that laundry detergent could not only get 
our clothes clean but also save the environment and give 
us a peace of mind that surpasses all understanding?  
Who would have ever thought that a cold drink – soft or 
alcoholic – could provide not only a thirst-quenching 
experience but create universal harmony or a moment 
that we would conclude “It gets no better than this.  This 
moment is the end of all desires.  I can die after this mo-
ment because there is nothing greater in life than to ex-
perience this cold drink.”  In recent years, it seems that 
every product makes us better looking and more desir-
able to the opposite sex.  However, we know deep down 
inside that products are not our vine. 
 
Yet, there are other things that might not be quite as 
easy to identify: our work, hobbies and even our fami-
lies and friends bring meaning and zest to our living.  
Jesus wants us to remember that in the final analysis, the 
only one who can really give us a life that cannot be 
taken away and is sustainable and full is him – Jesus is 
the true vine. 
 
In the same way, God is the gardener.  God the Father, 
according to Jesus, is actively involved in creating a 
connection with us through Jesus that produces fruit in 
our lives.  Jesus tells us that God the Father is personally 
involved in creating fruit.  Now we know that Jesus and 
the Father are abiding as one; so, anything that Jesus 
does, He is doing through and with the Father.  Thus, 
Jesus’ life-giving as the vine is also a work of the Fa-

ther.  However, Jesus tells us that God is even more per-
sonally involved in our lives and this connection: He is 
making sure that the connection is performing as it 
should. 
 
God’s role, in this matter in particular, is described as 
cutting away all the branches that do not bear fruit and 
pruning the ones that do bear fruit, so that they will bear 
more fruit.  Now we do not have time today to delve into 
this image to the fullest, but the question of whether God 
cuts away branches that do not bear fruit is an image to 
some of people losing salvation, while to others it is a 
picture of God cutting away the pretenders for another 
time.  Those are not our focus at this time.  Rather, the 
focus I want us to have is that God desires us to bear 
fruit in our lives.  God wants what is the best for our 
lives.  God desires to create opportunities in our lives 
where the very life of God is experienced by you and 
me. 
 
Thus, God is at work.  The work of the gardener is never 
over – it is a daily activity, for the vine and the branches 
have to be tended to.  If the vineyard is just left to itself, 
the wild shoots and the dead branches will ultimately 
doom the whole vineyard.  God loves us too much to 
just let us be.  We, therefore, have this image of God 
actively involved in our lives, cutting away that which is 
dead so it does not kill us, and He is cutting away from 
our lives that which hinders us from experiencing His 
best.  The point is that fruit bearing is not solely our ac-
tivity.  On the contrary, it is the result of the true vine 
and the active personal nature of God in our lives. 
 
In this relationship, we are told that we are the branches.  
Notice something we are not in this connection: the 
fruit; instead, we are the branches.  Just as the vine 
brings life to us, we bring life to others and to our world.  
As the branches, we are the conduit for the fruit.  The 
point is that connection is not what God can do for us 
but what God can do through us.  One writer says it this 
way: “God’s grace and love always come to us on their 
way to someone else.”  Jesus reminds us in verse 8 that 
us bearing fruit is to show the glory of God.  Jesus is the 
true vine, God the Father is the active personal gardener, 
and we are the branches through which God is going to 
do His work.  It is important to know our place in the 
connection. 
 
Jesus also reminds us of the importance of staying con-
nected to him.  In verses 4-5 Jesus states, “Remain in 
me, and I will remain in you.  No branch can bear fruit 
by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in me.  I am the vine; you 
are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, 
he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do noth-
ing.”  Staying connected to the vine is the key, because 



when we do not stay connected, something happens to 
us: we forget that we are fruit bearers and not fruit 
makers.  We live in a culture that calls us to work just a 
little harder.  We are told that we can make it happen.  
Everything depends on our effort and our abilities.  We 
live among people who are workaholics, and I know I 
am the pot calling the kettle black.  We celebrate suc-
cess and we all love hearing the stories of the American 
dream and the one who creates their own success.  
Soon, if we are not careful, we begin to believe our 
own lies.  We begin to believe that we are the fruit 
makers.  We begin to believe that everything we “own” 
belongs to us, it is the direct result of our efforts, and 
we deserve it all.  We begin to think that we really are 
the fruit makers. 
 
However, in some ways we are fruit 
makers. In our own efforts and abili-
ties we can produce certain outcomes.  
We can work hard, make money, and 
buy things.  We can work hard on re-
lationships and make friends.  By our 
own efforts, we can produce many 
things in our lives, but can we produce 
the kind of fruit that God promises in 
our lives?  Jesus says “No.”  In fact, 
the kind of fruit that God wants in our 
lives cannot be produced by us.  That 
is what Jesus means when he says, 
“Apart from me you can do nothing.”  
We know that we can do things apart 
from Jesus – people do things every-
day apart from Him.  But what they do 
does not produce the God-like life that 
we desire.  The fruit that we really 
desire in our lives and the fruit that 
God wants cannot be produced by us.   
This is sometimes hard to grasp.  Just what does God 
want to produce in our lives?  Those who preach the 
success gospel would want us to believe that God 
wants us to be wealthy, healthy and wise.  Those who 
preach the social gospel would suggest that God want 
us to be poor, destitute and humble.  Those who preach 
the culture gospel would suggest that what God wants 
for us is that we are relevant to every generation.  The 
truth is that all of these three can be produced without 
God.  We can be wealthy, healthy and wise without 
God being a part of our lives; we can be poor and desti-
tute and help others without God being the reason for 
our choices; and we can even be culturally relevant and 
compromise the gospel to the place where God is not 
involved.  What does God really want to produce in our 
lives? 
 
The Apostle Paul reminds us what the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit’s work are in our lives in Galatians 5:22.  

You have heard this list before, but listen to it again in 
light of God’s work and Jesus’ connection to us.  Paul 
reminds us the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control.  Against such things there is no law.  In 
other words, these are the gifts of grace.  These are the 
qualities of life which do not come by our efforts but 
come by being connected to the true vine, Jesus.  These 
qualities are what God wants for our lives.  No matter 
what we do, what we have, where we live and what we 
might accomplish, what matters is whether we love oth-
ers.  Do we have a joy and peace in situations?  Are we 
patient and kind with others?  Is there a faithfulness and 
goodness as part of our character?  Do we practice gen-
tleness and self-control?  These fruits of the Spirit are 
only possible when we are connected with Jesus. 

 
What is amazing about this list is that 
they are the very things that are 
needed no matter the circumstances of 
our lives.  Whether we are poor or 
rich, healthy or sick, celebrating or 
grieving, these fruits of the spirit grant 
to us and to others the presence of 
God.  Staying connected is the key. 
 
How do we stay connected?  I think 
many times we come to this “how to” 
part of a sermon and think there must 
be something we have not heard of 
before.  There must be a new method 
to be a Christian and experience God.  
What I want to tell you is that the way 
we connect to God has never really 
changed.  We do not need new meth-
ods, another seminar, or even another 
book by an emerging popular 

preacher.   There are three activities which are men-
tioned in our text that give us insight into how we stay 
connected.  They may not sound exciting or new, but 
they work and they have always worked because they 
are the methods Jesus teaches. 
 
The first is found in the comment by Jesus in verse 3, 
“You are already clean.”  Now Jesus is putting to rest 
the nature of the true disciples.  The disciples do not 
need to worry about whether they are going to be cut 
off, that is for those who were never a part of vine.  
Therefore, those who remain in the vine and stay con-
nected have been cleaned by the Word.  Jesus had al-
ready told them that the Holy Spirit would remind them 
of his words.  In verse 7, we are to remain in him and his 
words in us.  One of the ways we stay connected is to 
remain in the words of Jesus.  Reading the Bible, reflect-
ing on the words of Jesus, and making them a part of our 
living and confessing is one of the ways we remain in 

“. . . Connection  

is not what  

God can do  

for us but  

what God  

can do  

through us.” 
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Jesus.  We need to make reading the Bible a priority.  
We need to set aside time to meditate on the words of 
Jesus – I mean, give them thought and application; let 
the Holy Spirit teach us through the words of Jesus. 
 
A second activity is the pruning activity.  There is the 
sense of cutting away those things in our lives that are a 
hindrance to us.  When we begin to make Jesus’ words 
a part of our lives, something quickly becomes evident 
to us: we need to change.  We need to see this as the 
pruning effect.  Because God loves us, God will convict 
us of certain things in our lives which must be put to 
the side and left behind.  Sometimes we think that these 
moments occur because God does not care about us or 
want us to be happy, but just the opposite is true.  Jesus 
has already told us that God is personally involved in 
producing the things in life that matter now and for 
eternity.  Be willing to let go of those things, those atti-
tudes, those activities, those sins that hinder us from 
bearing fruit. 
 
The final act of being connected is abiding.  The mean-
ing of this word suggests an act that is intentional and 
yet unintentional at the same time.  Let me explain.  To 
stay connected we must abide in the word and in Christ, 
which means that at first we are going to have to be 
intentional in praying, reading the Bible, and keeping 
our minds on the things of God.  However, as we prac-
tice abiding in our lives, something happens to us.  We 
begin to realize that we are thinking and acting like God 
intends and many times without giving it thought.  
What has happened is that God’s work is being per-

formed in our lives, and all of a sudden, we realize we are 
developing the mind of Christ and the heart of God. 
 
A cartoon in the “Cathy” series in the newspapers has 
Cathy's father meeting her at the airport. “Are you sure 
Irving was picking you up, Cathy?” Cathy responds, 
 

Who knows? Once I waited down here for half 
an hour while he was waiting on the upper level. 
Once he went in to meet me at the gate and it 
took us half an hour to find each other. Once he 
waited for 45 minutes at the wrong airline. Once 
I got the dates mixed up, and he spent two hours 
paging me while I was in a different city. We 
never run out of ways to miss each other. 

 
Likewise, we never run out of reasons of why we are dis-
connected from God.  I want to encourage you today to 
find reasons to be connected to God. 
 
We must stay connected because we are not the vine; we 
are merely the branches.  We must stay connected be-
cause that which we produce in our lives on our own will 
ultimately fail us, but the fruits of the Spirit give us and 
those around us life.  We must stay connected because it 
is the way God transforms our lives and others’ lives with 
the things that matter.  This week, we will find many 
ways to be connected in our technology-driven culture. 
 
Would you decide this week is the week you are going to 
connect to God?  It really is our essential connection. 
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